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Dear Friends, 
 
Let’s start out with a summer summary. In June, Kelly and I returned to Puerto Ordaz, Venezuela for a final 
trip with Tim and Pam Darling. In addition to teaching a week of training in preparation for their camp in 
August, I was asked to teach a block course on “preaching to young people.” Praise the Lord for good 
attendance and responsive hearts. 
 
A three week trip to Cameroon occupied the primary focus of our summer. It was a joy to see how much 
growth had occurred both physically and spiritually since our 2002 visit. Physically, the leadership at Camp 
Joy is doing a marvelous job developing the beautiful mountain property the Lord has provided. Five new 
cabins housed over 50 people each of the four camp weeks this summer. The main camp building was 

completed during the week of staff training (the roof was 
finished on the Saturday before camp!) Already, the Lord is 
greatly using that facility for His glory. 
 
Much spiritual growth has also taken place among the 
churches. Several new ones have been established in the last 
several years. In fact, it was exciting to see that most of the 
staff attending the training have been saved in the past five 
years. What a joy to work with a group of men and ladies 
who are open and teachable! The Lord worked in hearts that 
week to prepare them for ministry. I was especially privileged 

to spend much time with Pastor Ernest and Pastor Julius, both of whom are doing a great job with their camp 
responsibilities. (Pastor Ernest was actually saved 4 years ago while working construction on the camp 
property.) 
 
Every bed was filled during the first week of summer camp at Camp Joy. Over 60 teens and young adults 
showed up and had a wonderful time enjoying the new buildings and program activities. The Lord blessed 
during the preaching times as well and quite a few accepted Christ as Savior. The following three camp weeks 
were also greatly used by the Lord.  
 
From Cameroon, Chris Lynch traveled to Chad with two national pastors (a tough three day trek) to begin 
training and then a teen camp. Again, the Lord 
blessed the efforts of 10 local churches to minister 
to their young people. A total of 130 youth 
attended (some as far away as 10 hours); around 
20 trusted Christ, including several Muslims. 
 
Our summer travels are not yet complete (although 
they will be by the time you receive this.) I return 
to Venezuela alone to assist with a camp near 
Caracus. The Lord is so good to use us for His 
ministry: it is certainly undeserved. Have a great 
fall season and thank you so much for your interest 
in CampsAbroad. 
 
In Christ, 

 
Matt Collier 
 
 


